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Dear Dr. Al-Kuwari,

Please accept the following comments only as a dialogue. Dr. Egbal Al-Rahmani asked me to
comment on your monograph, and she asked me to be candid. Therefore accept my
comments in the spirit of inquiry, no more.

Since my training is in the area of philosophy, | felt | could comment only some aspects of your
work, those on which | have some knowledge.

Finally, | wish to say that this is an excellent piece of scholarship. | shall not say anything in its
praise, for | think you want critical, yet constructive, remarks conducive to dialogue and
understanding.

| will begin with a comment on the “concept” of democracy. (p.5) | think it is too strong to say
that that there is no definition of democracy. What is needed in political or philosophical
discourse is not a definition, but a concept, and concept is an idea or proposition that provides
an outlook or understanding, and a set of principles (ideas) that have explanatory function. But
there is a general concept of democracy; all those who theorized on democracy from
Rousseau and Locke until the present basically share a general view of what the basic
principles of democracy are.

Then you move on to say that Democracy is only a method—nbut it is more than a method and
you yourself adopt this view on the second page when you say that there are basic
assumptions (thawabits, par. 2, line 2) and these are values such as justice, freedom equality,
toleration and the acceptance (or respect) of the other. Thus democracy is not only a method, it
is a political system composed of three basic elements: (1) values (or aims, ideals, or goals,
etc.), (2) institutions (economic, educational, social, political, cultural, etc) based on and
promote, and safeguard, these values. The life of the people takes place within these
institutions. These institutions are just when they are erected on the principle of justice, and
this principle is just when it promotes the good of the people as THEY envision this good! (3) A
method to engineer the ideals and the good of the people, namely, a sub-system of
nominations and elections, political parties, etc. The method is the how of the system and the
aims are the where (goal) of the system and the institutions are the conditions of the realization
of the actual projects of the people. If we say that democracy is only a method, then you and |
can imagine a political system that adopts the method of election by popular vote but is at the
same time a dictatorship of The Corporation, as is the case in some of the contemporary
superpowers! Moreover, an essential feature of democracy is that it is a society ruled by law,
not by will, power, etc. (I do not need to go into any details, | think).
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Accordingly we can say democracy is a political system without saying that it is an ideology. An
ideology involves elements that go beyond the political system, for example, education,
religion, economics, art, etc. Here these and related elements are already decided for the
people, but in a democracy the people decide these and they want to realize them in their lives.

Also, the aims of democracy are not inconsistent wit the fundaments of any recognized
religion, so far as | know. The ideals of democracy, even in the West, are derived from the
religious background of the peoples of the West, but these ideals are similar to those of Islam
and the far eastern religions. They are recognized as universal.

The values (or ideals) of democracy may be viewed as conditions for the democratic way of
life. This is what the major political theorists from Plato to Rawls have argued. They argued that
justice (in the sense of goodness, which include these values) is a condition of the good
society. What the good of society is is decided (or to be decided) by the people. In this sense
the people may or may not want to choose a religious way of life, or any existing kind of life.
Hence we can view the political system as a vehicle, or condition, for the realization of a way of
life--their conception of happiness, social life, art, education, religion, etc. In this sense
democratic societies differ, but they differ in their religious and social values and their historical
experience and cultural orientation, that is, in their ways of life, not in the way of realizing this
way. | say “condition”, only to emphasize that this is a moral condition, for the ideals of
democracy (freedom, justice, respect of the individual) are moral ideals.

And this leads me to another comment: education. One element of democracy is, | think,
lacking in your monograph. And yet education is the corner stone of democracy, ad we can say
it is one of its most important formal conditions. Democracy does not work in a non-educated
people. And by education | do not mean “political education”, or “knowledge”, which you
emphasize, no, | mean an educated mind in the full sense of education—a critical mind, an
enlightened mind, a morally mature mind, an aesthetically sensitive mind, a culturally
developed mind, a mind aware of its social problems and nowadays of the world problems, a
mind that cares and is not apathetic. These are the ingredients of an enlightened public
opinion, and without such an opinion democracy is nothing but ink on paper or a nice sounding
word. All the theorists on democracy from Plato to Dewey have advanced, in addition to their
view of political life, a system of education as a condition for implementing their democratic
ideals.

You speak of education and educational reform, but not as an ingredient of democracy or a
condition for moving toward democracy, but you do not give it the attention it deserves.

A related point:

Democracy evolves, and it evolves slowly, because it is not a technological but a human
Phenomenon; it is a way of life, of a political way of life. It requires a certain mind-set, hence a
complicated system of habitual behavior. This takes time. Human beings change very, very
slowly. Even in the West democratic consciousness in the real sense is very poor, very
undeveloped. Hence our expectation should be modest. The vehicle of the evolution of
democracy is education—not academic education only, but also and especially in the family,
the media, and the work place. We should place special emphasis on the media.
Contemporary young people are image oriented; they are not very much verbally oriented.
They tend to learn more effectively by means of the image; therefore we should rely on the
image (in the media) as a means of education, which means we should re-look at how we
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educate our children. By the way, we are not doing a good job! We are doing a bad job. This is
one of the greatest failures in our socio-political adventure. (This is a personal opinion, and |
can discuss this in great detail if needed.) In sum, what is urgently needed for a democracy,
and especially in our part of the world, is really a sound educational system. By the way, one of
the secret of the success of American democracy, and this is a relative success, is the unusual
system of universities throughout the U.S. during the late 19th century and especially during
the first half of the 20th century.

One comment on citizenship. You say that citizenship is a source of human rights...(p. 12). |
think this is a problematic claim, or statement. Usually participation in the political process, the
enjoyment of certain right and the performance of one’s duties (defined by the law) in society
(one may consider other conditions) define citizenship. It is the case that a citizen is entitled to
certain rights in virtue of being a citizen, but are rights granted? Are all right granted? Is it up to
the state to grant or withhold rights at will? This point in your work might need some
clarification or distinction between rights that can and those that cannot be granted. The
guestion of right is one of the thorniest questions in political and moral discourse.

What you say on p. 22ff. is very good, but | feel you have restricted yourself mainly to the rights
of Al-wafideen. | appreciate your discussion in this section, but discourse about human rights
must also include the rights of women. On. P. 34 you refer to the rights of women but not their
political rights and not as something central. | am ignorant of the state of the other groups,
such as the aged, the sick, the poor, the prisoners, and so on, so | remain silent on them. |
really think no talk about human rights is adequate unless one includes all, at least by
generalization or in principle, human rights. | know our leaders are shy to consider women’s
rights, but it is time to be courageous.

Micheal Mitas,
Kuwait University — Kuwait
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